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TRANSCRIPT: 

QUESTION: Can I just -- 

MS. PSAKI: On Middle East peace or a different topic? 

QUESTION: No, very quick on Turkey. 

MS. PSAKI: Okay. 

QUESTION: About an hour, there will be a resolution at the Senate regarding Armenian 
genocide resolution. Do you have any position on that? 

MS. PSAKI: Well, our position has long been that we acknowledge – clearly acknowledge as 
historical fact and mourn the loss of 1.5 million Armenians who were massacred or marched 
to their deaths in the final days of the Ottoman Empire. These horrific events resulted in one 
of the worst atrocities of the 20th century, and the United States recognizes that they remain a 
great source of pain for the people of Armenia and of Armenian descent, as they do for all of 
us who share basic universal values. Beyond that, I don’t have any other comment for you. 

QUESTION: Okay. So this resolution wants Administration to recognize or the President to 
recognize 24th of April as the commemoration for the 1915 events, genocide events. Would 
you – do you have any position regarding this? 

MS. PSAKI: I just provided what our United States position is. 

QUESTION: Jen, you can’t address -- 

QUESTION: (Inaudible) or when you were working for candidate Obama what his position 
was on this issue? 

MS. PSAKI: Well, Matt, I know that candidate Obama has his own personal views about this 
issue, which he – was actually in his statement that the White House sent out last year. I’m 
sure there’ll be more statements to come at the end of this month. 

QUESTION: But you cannot specifically address the question of whether the U.S. 
Government regards the events that you just described near the end of the Ottoman Empire as 
genocide? 

MS. PSAKI: I just stated what our position is. Do we have more on this? Turkey? 
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QUESTION: Jen, one single question more. There is a protocols between the Armenia and 
Turkey that your Administration helped in 2011 or ’10, I believe. Do you have any update on 
that, how those normalization process is going on? 

MS. PSAKI: Well, we continue to urge both countries to work together to achieve a full, 
frank and just acknowledgement of the facts. We believe that by working together to address 
their shared history, Armenia and Turkey can promote stability and prosperity in the entire 
Caucasus region, so we continue to work with them on that. 

While the protocols may not be moving forward at this time, we note that both sides remain 
committed to the process of normalizing relations and neither side has withdrawn. Our 
greatest interest on this issue is to see Armenia and Turkey heal the wounds of the past and 
move forward together in a shared future of security and prosperity in the region, and our 
policy is, of course, naturally guided by that goal. 

QUESTION: Do you know why this process is not moving forward? It has been five years 
almost that -- 

MS. PSAKI: Sure, I understand that. I don’t have any more detailed analysis for you. 

Shall we move on to a new topic? 

 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/2014/04/224644.htm#TURKEY 


